
I would like to express my opposition to the further media
consolidation that will be allowed by the proposed rule changes to
the limitations on television-radio cross ownership, broadcast-
newspaper cross ownership, and various local media ownership rules.
The changes made by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 have already
allowed too much media consolidation under too few owning companies.
Although it is in theory reasonable not to restrict ownership of
media in a free market, in practice it has caused only a limitation
on the information received by the public.  This is well illustrated
by the fact this very rule change has not been mentioned by the
major media outlets (NBC, CBS, barely by ABC, etc.) who apparently
want it to pass without public notice.  Although the internet has
made this information available, you have to know to look for it and
exert a fair amount of effort to find information that is very much
in the public's interest to know.  The airwaves should be used in
the public interest, not just auctioned PERMANENTLY off to those who
happen to have money at the moment.  Just as our western water from
dams supposedly built in the public interest is now sold at below
market prices to a few huge agricultural giants, this is likely to
result in our airwaves being owned by a few communications giants in
the future with no easy way to get them back!  The public needs many,
varied viewpoints in the news, not just a few controlled by limited
corporations intent only on the easiest way to make a profit.
Please do not pass these proposed rule changes which will most likely
result in a further reduction in the information reported in the
news.  Instead we will be barraged with unimportant public scandals
which happen to be gripping as entertainment.  Thank you for your
consideration.
-Deborah Swarts


